u                      ERNEST  RENAN                     275
ho gradually transformed the capricious Jah-sh, who protected his own people on one side f the Jordan, exactly as Chemosh protected his i the other, into the one God, the God of the rniverse. That was a long process, but a very msiderable step towards it was taken in the iys of Ahab, and that step was connected with ie deeds of Elijah and Elisha. The centre of te movement, which is incarnated for us in Lose very unhistoric names, was the higher part : Carmel and the portion of the Plain of sdraelon on which it looks down. Its strength y in the wandering bands known as the Schools : the Prophets, more or less analogous to the irvishes of Islam. The history of Elijah and lisha, which we possess, was written ages ter this time, and is legendary in the highest ;gree. Even the name of Elijah, which means Jahveh is my God," thus representing exactly s supposed role in history, is probably a later vention, and his description as the Tishbite is .e result of an error of a copyist. The nucleus, )wever, of the magnificent legend was probably real person, perhaps the prophet who interred in the affair of Naboth.
Jehoshaphat had the wisdom to live in strict nity with his northern neighbour, through all ie days of Ahab, and long after the unfortunate